October 2011

Greetings to you!

My name is Jennifer Kreutzer. I am so excited to send this message to you as you carefully consider your participation in the Ms. Wheelchair Kansas program.
I once heard this quote that has come to define the past year of my life . . . “He didn't tell me how to live: He lived, and let me watch him do it.” This was a child’s impression of his father. Leadership demonstrated by a father’s every action, word and deed – each and every day, for a lifetime. What an awesome tribute to a life well lived.  It has been my goal over the past year to inspire others by being a “Mom on a Mission – Leading by Example.” I have had the amazing opportunity to spread my platform as Ms. Wheelchair Kansas 2011.

Being a part of the Ms. Wheelchair Kansas organization has allowed me to grow vastly both professionally and personally. It has given me the confidence to share my disability and life experiences with others and to inspire them to be all they can be. It has taught my children the importance of giving back to the community and has opened their eyes to a new perspective on being a role model. Embarking on this journey was one I started in hesitation, but as early as the first day of the Ms. Wheelchair Kansas competition, I knew in my heart it was where I needed to be. This organization has changed my life and has reminded me of the importance of being involved in the disabled community and giving back to those that have supported me throughout my life.

Since being crowned in April 2011, I have been working to fulfill the Ms. Wheelchair Kansas mission to educate, advocate and empower all people on a state level. My family and I have traveled around the state to participate in local events and have been speaking to groups of all ages. In addition, we have had the opportunity to participate in numerous disability fairs and sporting events, including the Challenge Games, sled hockey, hand-cycling, Paralympic experiences, wheelchair tennis, and wheelchair softball. I attended the Kansas Disability Caucus and served on an employment panel to share my job experiences with those with disabilities. I have also been featured in numerous articles including the Wichita Eagle, Hays Daily News, Wichita Focus magazine, and have appeared on websites like Will2Walk and Girl Scouts Kansas Heartland. 

In August, I was honored to represent Kansas at the National Ms. Wheelchair America competition in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where I received the Nicki Ard Achievement Award. This was an award given to the contestant that most lives their platform in their day to day lives. During my time at the national competition, I met and networked with twenty-six amazing women with disabilities who are making significant contributions in their states. 

In a few months, I will be so honored to pass the crown to another deserving woman so that she too may have the opportunity to spread her platform throughout the state. I invite you to learn more about the Ms Wheelchair Kansas program and get involved in celebrating the accomplishments of women with disabilities. 
Most importantly, I encourage you to live life to its’ fullest and allow others to watch because it is your actions, words, and deeds that create inspiration for all!

Warmest Regards,

Jenny Kreutzer

Ms. Wheelchair Kansas 2011

