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MS. WHEELCHAIR KANSAS NAMED

2ND RUNNER-UP IN NATIONAL COMPETITION
TOPEKA, Kan. – The 2010 Ms. Wheelchair Kansas (MWKS) was recently named the 2nd Runner-Up and Nicki Ard Achievement Award winner in the national Ms. Wheelchair America competition. Tiffany Nickel joined with 27 other women vying for the opportunity to represent women who are wheelchair mobile in the United States. This annual event was hosted in Grand Rapids, Michigan and was held August 9 - 15 at the Amway Grand. After an intense week of competition, networking, and empowerment, Nickel came away with many great memories, the title of 2nd Runner-Up in the nation, and the honor of being named the Nicki Ard Achievement Award winner.
Nickel is the seventh woman to represent the state of Kansas at the national competition since the creation of the Ms. Wheelchair Kansas program in 2004. While in Grand Rapids, Nickel participated in two personal interview sessions where she was scored based on her accomplishments, self-perception, communication, and projection skills. She also gave a speech on her chosen platform, “Capabilities of Those with Disabilities and Their Right to Unconditional Access,” and heard from community speakers on a variety of topics. Nickel was able to enjoy some fun activities as well. All 27 titleholders were able to visit the Gerald Ford museum. They also participated in a scavenger hunt and enjoyed a picnic, as well as live entertainment, while in Michigan. The week culminated in the crowning ceremony, which was held Saturday, August 14, where Alexandra McArthur of North Carolina was named Ms. Wheelchair America 2011. The proceeding top four contestants were announced as follows: 1st Runner-Up- Jennifer Kumiyama of California; 2nd Runner-Up- Nickel of Kansas; 3rd Runner-Up- Kemi Yemi Ese of Texas; and 4th Runner-Up- Katie Banister of Missouri.
Nickel, of Wichita, was crowned Ms. Wheelchair Kansas in March of 2010. Since receiving her title, she has worked to fulfill the MWKS mission, which is to educate, advocate, and empower all people on a state level. Nickel has been traveling throughout the state participating in local events and speaking to groups of all ages from children to seniors. These groups include McConnell Air Force families, Girl Scouts, Awana’s members, Emporia State alumni, Pilate Club members, the Capper Foundation, and more. Nickel has also attended community events including parades, sports games, Create Ability Kickoff, Careers on Wheels, Resource Center for Independent Living Lunch and Learn events, Mardi Gras events, and a celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Upon receiving her title, Nickel had the honor of being recognized in both the House of Representatives and the Senate at the State Capitol. She is currently scheduling more appearances and will continue traveling to other areas across the state in order to spread her message of empowerment to all people.
Nickel will continue to fulfill the MWKS mission in the coming months and is available for speaking engagements and appearances. For more information, please contact Carrie Greenwood, State Coordinator, at (785) 267-5982 or via email at mswheelchairkansas@yahoo.com. More information can also be found on the Ms. Wheelchair Kansas web site at www.mswheelchairkansas.org.
MWKS is affiliated with Three Rivers, Inc. and is sponsored in part by the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation.
