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MS. WHEELCHAIR KANSAS RECIEVES
NICKI ARD AWARD AT NATIONAL COMPETITION
TOPEKA, Kan. – The 2011 Ms. Wheelchair Kansas (MWKS) recently attended the national Ms. Wheelchair America competition where she received the Nicki Ard Achievement Award. Jennifer Kreutzer joined with 25 other women vying for the opportunity to represent women who are wheelchair mobile in the United States. This annual event was hosted in Grand Rapids, Michigan and was held August 1 - 7 at the Amway Grand Hotel. After an intense week of competition, networking, and empowerment, Kreutzer came away with many great memories, a new family of friends, and the honor of being named the Nicki Ard Achievement Award winner.
Kreutzer is the eighth woman to represent the state of Kansas at the national competition since the creation of the Ms. Wheelchair Kansas program in 2004. While in Grand Rapids, Kreutzer participated in two personal interview sessions where she was scored based on her accomplishments, self-perception, communication, and projection skills. She also gave a speech on her chosen platform, “Leading by Example- Mom on a Mission,” and heard from community speakers on a variety of topics. Kreutzer was able to enjoy some fun activities as well. All 26 titleholders were able to visit the Gerald Ford Museum and have a private viewing of the Ms. Wheelchair America documentary, “Defining Beauty.” They also participated in a scavenger hunt and enjoyed some live entertainment while in Michigan. The week culminated in the crowning ceremony, which was held Saturday, August 6, where Josie Badger of Pennsylvania was named Ms. Wheelchair America 2012. The proceeding top four contestants were announced as follows: 1st Runner-Up- Sharina Jones of Michigan; 2nd Runner-Up- Luticha Doucette of New York; 3rd Runner-Up- Monica Quimby of Maine; and 4th Runner-Up- Jenni Taylor of Minnesota.
Kreutzer, of Wichita, was crowned Ms. Wheelchair Kansas in April of 2011. Since receiving her title, she has worked to fulfill the MWKS mission, which is to educate, advocate, and empower all people on a state level. Kreutzer has been traveling throughout the state participating in local events and speaking to groups of all ages. She has participated in the following events and speaking engagements: Challenge Games, Holy Family Camp, Summer Splash, Paralympic Experience, Princeton Children’s Center, and much more. Kreutzer most recently attended the Kansas Disability Caucus where she shared her job experiences on an employment panel. She has also been featured in various media sources, including the Wichita Eagle, Hays Daily News, Will2Walk and Girl Scouts of Kansas Heartland websites, and Women’s Focus Wichita magazine. Kreutzer is currently scheduling more appearances and will continue traveling to other areas across the state in order to spread her message of leading by example to all people.
Kreutzer will continue to fulfill the MWKS mission in the coming months and is available for speaking engagements and appearances. For more information, please contact Carrie Greenwood, State Coordinator, at (785) 267-5982 or via email at mswheelchairkansas@yahoo.com. More information can also be found on the Ms. Wheelchair Kansas web site at www.mswheelchairkansas.org.
MWKS is affiliated with Three Rivers, Inc. and is sponsored in part by the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation.
